












Provision for Road Crime in the current charter

OR

A Standalone 'Charter of Victims' Rights for Road Crime.

• Either option needs to include provision for victims of road crime not covered by CTP 'the wider 

ripples'.

• Provision needs to include provision for people injured (as well as those killed).

• Needs to include financial, mental health support and support during the court process to avoid 

aggravated trauma.

• Essential provision for full and public reporting of Road Incidents where criminal actions result in 

death.

• A change in language road crimes are not 'accidents'.

• Victim Impact Statements and Victim Impact Panels to limit recidivism

7

Our Ask
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18 Ways to improve 

the Charter of Victims 

Rights for Criminal 

Acts that result in 

death on the roads



Proposal
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1. Courtesy, 

compassion and 

respect

→ The death of a loved one due to road crime should not be 

considered any less than the loss of a loved one by other means

• Consider the definition of 'victim' in relation to road deaths –

being similar / same as meaning of 'victim of crime' per s5 

(1), (3), (4) Victims' Rights and Support Act 2013.

• Courtesy and respect needs to be extended to the Courtroom 

- victims should not be subjected to additional trauma of sitting 
alongside offender's supporters.

• Compassion should be extended for victim's families at 

incident site.

• Sensitivity and respect to be provided in notification of 

incidents and deaths - Police and media to work closely to 
ensure family are notified where possible prior to mainstream 

media / socials.
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7. Victims as 

witnesses

→ This should be carefully considered in remote and regional 

locations

• Out of respect to the victims it would be appropriate that the 

victim is contacted prior to the court hearing and asked the 

number of supporters attending and have seats allocated to 

avoid seating next to the accused's supporters.
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9. Attending hearings

→ preferential treatment should be provided to victims than that 

of the accused and their associates

• It is understood that there is generally no legal requirement for 

this in any case unless a subpoena has been 

issued. However, victims will be encouraged and welcomed by 

the Court system and be given preferential treatment to that of 

the accused and their associates.
• Victims MUST be informed of all court matters, and it is up to 

their discretion to attend or appear by video link.
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10. Returning victims 

property

→ Every effort must be made to ensure all property is located and 

returned

• All property in the vehicle and in possession of the Deceased 

must be returned to the family. It is the responsibility of the 

Police to collect the Property as the Police are in control of the 

incident scene and must secure all property prior to the 

vehicle been taken away. 
• It is the responsibility of the Police to follow-up on any missing 

property. 

• It is not expected that the victim needs to attend the crash 

scene to recover property.
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11. Protection 

requirements

→ In remote and regional locations, the fear of seeing the 

offender is a great threat for victims

• For any bail that may be imposed on any offender where a 

death has occurred, an electronic device must be enforced 

upon the offender for the period up to and including the trial.

• Consideration must be given to small and regional 

communities where access to victims are likely to occur
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12. Bail conditions

→ Victims to be afforded the opportunity for input into 

any 'special' bail conditions.

• Victims to be afforded the opportunity for input into any 

'special' bail conditions.

• Prosecution teams to strongly oppose all efforts of defense's 

bail requests which may be detrimental to Victim's wishes.

• Any changes that occur to said bail conditions, or 
imprisonment due to a breach of bail conditions, should be 

communicated with the victims' family as soon as possible.
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13. Outcome of bail 

applications

→ A criminal act on our roads should not be seen as any lesser 

than the charges outlined in this section

• Should be extended beyond sexual assault or other serious 

personal violence and include family members of loved 

ones killed on the road due to a criminal act.
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14. Victim impact 

statement

→ The statement is the only time victims are allowed to outline 

the life and about the person taken by the offender

• Victims impact statement should not be made available to the 

defence lawyer or the Judge prior to the victim reading the 

statement in the court room. The impact of the statement 

should be felt in its entirety.

• This is the only opportunity the victim has, to express how 
they have been affected.

• It is also the only time that the matter is reflective of the 

person/s deceased allowing all parties to understand the life 

and character of the person taken due to the offender's 

actions.
• The DPP should refrain from editing the VIS and clearer 

guidelines provided (including examples).
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15. Release, escape 

or eligibility for 

absence

→ Ensure strict standards are applied for behaviors and 

requirements of the offender during these times

• Release dates need to be communicated to the victims.

• Consideration should be given to families that may not wish to 

have continued updates regarding offender's movements –

however, this communication should be balanced because 

this has varying effects in remote and regional locations.
• Any alcohol interlock measure must be enforced and 

standards for ongoing driving restrictions implemented during 

these times.
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16. Parole and 

absence eligibility

→ Ensuring strict compliance measurements are in place and 

communicated to victims is essential

• Attempts by defense for parole to be forwarded in writing to 

victims prior to any submissions to the Court. 

• The Prosecution to also supply historical offences and 

indiscretions of the offender whilst in custody.

• Consideration should be given to families that may not wish 
to have continued updates regarding offender's movements –

however, this communication should be balanced 

because this has varying effects in remote and regional 

locations.
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17. Financial 

assistance for victims

→ Victim's Support Scheme to be extended to include victims of 

deaths caused by criminal actions of other road users.

• The Victim's Support Scheme to be extended to include 

victims of deaths caused by the deliberate, criminal actions of 

other road users.

• The V.S.S. to be afforded legislation to pursue compensation 

from the relevant criminal, without impact to the entitlements 
available under the CTP Scheme.

• Victims of Road crime should be entitled to a one-off payment 

to assist in the early post stages of the crime. Compulsory 

Third Party payment for road crime victims are not received 

until a considerable time after the crime, this payment would 
assist to meet immediate expenses and supports early 

intervention for victims
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18. Charter breaches 

and Complaints

→ Simplify & increase scope on accountability on the entire 

judicial and legal system

• Complaint procedures to be simplified with increased scope 

on accountability on the entire judicial and legal system and all 

processes involved in upholding Victim's rights. 






